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ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL MEETING

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL
New Delhi, India
February 22-25, 2019
“The Firm of the Future: How Do We Get There”
Delhi, India’s “Historical City” is the capital of India and is regarded as the heart of the nation. The city is popular for its enriched culture and heritage. Contemporary Delhi is a bustling metropolis, which successfully combines the ancient and the modern. The capital is divided into two sections popularly known as Old Delhi and New Delhi. Old Delhi is famous for its ancient culture and monuments and New Delhi reflects the legacy the British left behind, distinction between the capitals of the British and the Mughals, respectively. New Delhi’s vivid performing arts scene thrives as does its excellent culinary offerings. Together, India’s capital with glittering gems that span the gamut from the past to the present, and into the “future”!
HOTEL IN DELHI - FEBRUARY 22-25
Our meeting will be held at the deluxe Taj Mahal Hotel, located in the exclusive residential area of Lutyens’ Delhi, close to the seat of government, and close to the city center. The Taj Mahal boasts of some of Delhi’s best known restaurants, a wonderful gym and spa, as well as a large outdoor swimming pool.
BKR has secured a special rate of INR11,500 per night for a single and INR13,000 per night, plus the current tax of 28%. Rates include buffet breakfast at Machan and complimentary in-room Wi-Fi. 
To reserve your room please use the attached reservation form and Email the completed form as directed.  Please be sure to complete the personal information which is mandatory.
Should you wish to stay an extra night at the Taj Mahal upon your return from Agra on February 26, the hotel will offer the discount rate for that night.

If you would like to store some of your luggage upon departure for Agra, the hotel will be happy to assist, storage space permitting.  
Cancellation Policy: In the event of cancellation, the hotel will refund in full, collected payment up until January 21. 
Hotel check-in time is 14:00 and check-out is at 12:00 noon.  However, every effort will be made to have your room ready when you check in.  
HOTEL IN AGRA – FEBRUARY 25
The Gateway Hotel Agra, offering a splendid view of the Taj Mahal, will be our home for our visit to Agra.
BKR has secured a special rate of INR7,000 per night for a single or double occupancy, plus the current tax of 18%. Rates include buffet breakfast at the Coffee Shop and complimentary in-room Wi-Fi. 
Cancellation Policy: In the event of cancellation, the hotel will refund in full, collected payment up until 30 days prior to arrival date.  After that, a full charge of stay will be applied. 

Hotel check-in time is 14:00 and check-out is at 12:00 noon.  However, every effort will be

made to have your room ready when you check in.  
Note: On Tuesday, February 26 we will depart Agra and we will return to the Taj Mahal

Hotel. Please plan your trip home accordingly. If you plan to stay the extra night in Delhi,
please reserve your room in advance.
MEETING REGISTRATION

We are pleased to advise that each member firm in the Asia Pacific Region is entitled to one free partner registration to the meeting, which includes all sessions, lunches, group dinners and social events. Additional partners, companions, and non Asia/Pacific members are responsible for payment of registration and event fees indicated on Asia Pacific’s online registration site which will be available in the coming weeks.
AIR TRANSPORTATION

The Indira Gandhi International Airport is the largest airport in India and about 13 kilometers from the city center. A transfer to the hotel may take up to 45 minutes depending on traffic.  International travelers arrive in Terminal 3.
As always, be sure to book your airline ticket at least 30 days prior to travel to secure the lowest fares.
GROUND TRANSPORTATION

The Taj Mahal Hotel provides transfers to and from the hotel at an additional cost noted below. Please provide your flight information on the reservation form and indicate that you would like airport transfers.
	       PACKAGES
	J L R
	TOYOTA
	LUXURY VANS

	-
	JAGUAR XF
	INNOVA
	ALTIS
	MERC VIANO       V CLASS
	TOYOTA COMMUTER

	 
	 
	5 SEATER
	SEDAN
	7 SEATER
	8 SEATER

	Airport Transfer
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	International & Domestic (One Way)
	                      9,989
	           4,325
	           4,171
	                  16,500
	              16,500


BUSINESS PROGRAM 
A complete business agenda will be available in the coming weeks.
SOCIAL AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Companion Tour: Visit to Old Delhi and Lunch
In Old Delhi, companions will drive past Red Fort and visit Jama Masjid - the largest mosque in India. After visiting the mosque they will take a rickshaw tour of the Chandani Chowk. It is the nerve centre of commercial activity. The narrow lanes have kept alive the traditional workmanship, which makes Delhi famous. A market place right from the times of Mughals, this market still hosts the descendants of royal chefs as also the famous Chudiwali gali (The Bangle lane) and the parathe wali gali. Apart from walking around to take in the wares of the silversmiths, bicycle repair shops, washing machine outlets, wedding dresses, food outlets, and almost anything else you could think of, it is also great to just stop somewhere and let the frenzy go by, women walking by with their colorful saris whirling behind them like a flag, cows walking the street, salesmen trying to lure you into their shop. 
Companions will enjoy an authentic Kashmiri lunch at Chor Bizarre.
Welcome Reception
Tonight, join your BKR colleagues for cocktails and canapés at the Long Champ Room at the Taj Mahal Hotel.
 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Companion Tour: Visit to the Temples of Delhi and Lunch
After breakfast companions will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Lotus Temple (Bahai Temple), Laxmi Narayan Temple, and the Akshardham Temple. 

Birla Temple is also known as Laxmi Narayan Temple, is one of Delhi's major temples and a major tourist attraction. Built by the industrialist G.D. Birla in 1938, this beautiful temple is located in the west of Connaught Place.

Swaminarayan Akshardham in New Delhi epitomizes 10,000 years of Indian culture in all its breathtaking grandeur, beauty, wisdom and bliss. It brilliantly showcases the essence of India’s ancient architecture, traditions and timeless spiritual messages. The Akshardham experience is an enlightening journey through India’s glorious art, values and contributions for the progress, happiness and harmony of mankind.

The Swaminarayan Akshardham complex was built in only five years through the blessings of HDH Pramukh Swami Maharaj of the Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS) and the colossal devotional efforts of 11,000 artisans and thousands of BAPS volunteers. Heralded by the Guinness World Record as the World’s Largest Comprehensive Hindu Temple, the complex was inaugurated on 6 November, 2005.

Bahai Temple (Lotus Temple) - Since its inauguration to public worship and visits in December 1986, the Baha’i House of Worship in New Delhi, India has drawn to its portals more than 70 million visitors, making it one of the most visited edifices in the world. On an average, 8,000 to 10,000 people visit the Baha’i House of Worship each day. These visitors have admired its universal design in the form of a lotus and have been fascinated by the teachings of the Baha’i Faith, especially its tenets of the Oneness of God, the Oneness of Religions, and the Oneness of Mankind.

This Baha’i House of Worship of the Indian subcontinent joins eight other Baha’i Houses of Worship around the world: Apia, Western Samoa; Sydney, Australia; Kampala, Uganda; Panama City, Panama; Frankfurt, Germany; Wilmette, USA, Santiago, Chile, and Haifa, Israel. Each of these Houses of Worship, while sharing some basic design concepts, has its own distinct cultural identity embodying the principle of unity in diversity.

Companions will enjoy lunch at "Fio Country Kitchen & Bar" at The Garden of Five Senses.

GALA DINNER
Please join your BKR colleagues at tonight’s gala dinner which will take place in the Diwam-I-Am room at 6:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Group Afternoon Tour: Sightseeing of New Delhi and Lunch
This afternoon we will visit New Delhi and drive past the Secretariat buildings and the President’s house as well as visit the following attractions: 
India Gate – Gate (42m high stone memorial arch bearing the names of 85,000 Indian Army soldiers who died in the campaigns of WWI, the Northwest Frontier operations of the same time, and the 1919 Afghan fiasco.
Humayun’s Tomb – This tomb, built in 1570, is of particular cultural significance as it was the first garden‐tomb on the Indian subcontinent. It inspired several major architectural innovations, culminating in the construction of the Taj Mahal. Elements in its design – a squat building, high arched entrances that let in light, topped by a bulbous dome and surrounded by formal gardens.

Qutub Minar - gracefully hand-carved for its entire height of 234ft, and the iron pillar, which has withstood the ravages of time and not rusted even after 1500 years. 

Following our tour, we will enjoy a wonderful dinner in one of Delhi’s best restaurants, Olives Kitchen & Bar.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Departure for Agra
Following an early morning breakfast, we will depart for Agra, approximately a four hour journey, and check in to The Gateway Hotel.  
Agra: Located about 204 km south of Delhi in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, Agra is one of the most famous tourist spots of the country. The city, situated on the west bank of the Yamuna river, is known the world over as home to a wonder of the world, Taj Mahal. 
We will enjoy a typical lunch at the Hotel Jaypee Palace and spend the afternoon visiting the Taj Mahal and the Agra Fort. 
Taj Mahal: The world’s greatest love tribute and one of the 7 wonders of the world, stands on the right bank of the Yamuna. The Taj was built to enshrine the remains of Arjmand Banu Begam entitled Mumtaz Mahal, the consort of Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. Its construction commenced in AD 1631 and completed in seventeen years.

Red Fort: We will visit the Palaces in the Fort – the Anguri Bagh, Golden Pavilions, Khas Mahal, Diwan-I-Khas, Diwan-I-Am (halls of private & public audience), which are all splendid examples of Mughal architecture.

Dinner will be served at The Gateway Hotel in the Phoolbagh Room.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Return to Delhi
Following an early morning breakfast, we will depart at 9:00 a.m.  for our return trip to Delhi.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Foreign nationals coming to India are required to possess a valid passport and must apply for a visa.  For information contact the Indian Embassy in your respective country.  Details for obtaining a visa can also be found here.
TIME ZONE
Time zone in New Delhi, Delhi, India (GMT+5:30).
WEATHER AND DRESS
In February, the average high temperature is 76°F (24°C) and low is 51°F (11°C)  
MONEY 
The Indian rupee (sign: ₹; code: INR) is the official currency of the Republic of India.
ASSISTANCE

Your BKR Team, together with the partners and staff of T.R. Chadha & Co. LLP, look forward to welcoming you to New Delhi.  If you require assistance, please contact Tim Morris, EMEA Executive Director, at +44 (0) 20 7544 4840 or via E-mail – tim.morris@bkremea.com.
WEBSITES

For more information on the many aspects of the Asia Pacific Regional Meeting, visit the following sites: 
Delhi:  http://www.delhitourism.gov.in/delhitourism/index.jsp
Agra: https://www.tourism-of-india.com/agra/
Taj Mahal:  https://www.tajmahal.gov.in/tourist_information.html
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